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New Orleans, La., January 6, 1875. 
FIRST DAY. 

The Seventh Session of the Louisiana Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church met at First Street Church, 
New Orleans, January 6, 1875, Bishop R. S. Foster presiding. 

After devotional exercises, the roll was called by J. C. Hart- 
zell. James Morrow was chosen Secretary, I. S. Leavitt First 
Assistant, and C. Hunt Second Assistant ; J. L. J. Barth 
and G. Dardis Statistical Secretaries. 

The Committees were appointed, one member being from 
each District. 

Education — I. S. Leavitt, S. Priestly, S. Davage, J. Dutch. 
Sunday Schools— J. Gould, C. Hunt, H. P. Taylor, J. Brooks, 
S. Morant. 

On Missions — Presiding Elders, L. Allinger, P. Yarboro, Ad- 
dison Moore, J. W. Hilton, A. Kennedy. 

Bible Cause — J. Hayward, J. M. Bryan, A. Wallace, A. Gunby, 
P. Hall. 

Orphans Home — The Presiding Elders, I. S. Leavitt, H. Green, 
;C. W. Bryant, A. Jackson, J. Dutch. 

I Publication of Minutes — The Secretaries and Presiding Elders. 
Collecting Minute Money — H. Green. 

Conference Stewards — J. L. J. Barth, S. Osborn, H. Jackson, 
M. Smith, H. A. Lewin. 

Church Extension — R. Hodge, W. Murrell, W. Brooks, Levi 
Johnson, Geo. Washington 3d. 

Freedmens Aid — L. Allmger, T. Kennedy, W. Forrest, P. 
Brown, S. Armstead. 
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Booh Concern — J. C. Hartzell, S. Priestly, G. Washington, 
I. Hayward, A. LeGardy. 

Temperance — A. Boss, S. Osborn, A. Green, J. W. Wesley, 
Austin Jones. 

On Worship — J. C. Hartzell, J. Hayward, G. Dardis, J. Gould, 
J. Morrow. 

Auditors — L. Allinger, H. Green, G. Dardis. 

Friday and Monday evenings were set aside for Annual Meet- 
ings of our Benevolent Societies. 

Benediction pronounced by W. P. Forest. 



SECOND DAY. 

Thuksday, January 7, 1875. 
Beligious exercises conducted by Henry Green. 
Presiding Elders J. G. Hartzell, E. Williams, J, M. Vance 
and W. M. Daily, reported their Districts, giving encouraging 
statements as to the men and work, and their characters were 
passed. 

Question 3d. Who remain on trial? 

The following reported their missionary money, their charac- 
ters were passed and they continued on trial : 

Bobert Anderson, Samuel Morant, John Webb, B. W. Over- 
ton, Prince King, Alexander Martin, Abraham Spruce, and J. 
Kienle. 

Hon. W. G. Brown, Superintendent of Public Education for 
Louisiana, was introduced, and addressed the Conference. 

Question 4th. Who are the Deacons of the first year ? 

Answer. Marshall Smith, Peter Brown, Addison Moore, 
Washington Brooks, Beason Ennis and George Washington zd 
reported their missionary money, and their characters were 
passed. 

The following resolution was offered by J. C. Hartzell and 
adopted : 

Besolved, That our Presiding Bishop be requested to indicate 
such disciplinary studies as in his judgment it would be wise to 
require our several classes to pass an examination in, before 
being admitted or advanced from class to class, such judgment 
to be authoritative. 



THIBD DAY. 

Friday, January 8, 1875. 
Beligious exercises were conducted by Anthony Boss. 
H. A. Lewin was received into Conference as an Elder from 
the African M. E. Church. 



Thos. E. Madden was received as a probationer of one year's 
standing from the Wesley an Church in Canada. 

Question 6th. Who are the Deacons of the second class f 

Answer. C. W. Bryant, passed, and to be examined next 
year on third year's study. Isaac Hay ward, John Brooks and 
George Washington 3rd were passed. F. Beeves was passed 
and elected to Deacons orders. 

The following Eiders reported their missionary collections 
and their characters were passed : 

J. Gould, J. Morrow, J. Hayward, G. Dardis, S. Chinn, B. 
Ho ge, A. Boss, L. Allinger, I S. Leavitt, M. C. Cole, J. M. 
Bryan, S. Priestly, H. P. Taylor, E. P. Boyal, A. Kennedy, Jno. 
Sparks, Felix Landor, C. Downs, T. Kennedy, A. Hilton, C. 
Hunt, H. Wallace, W. P. Forrest, H. Green, L. Johnson, S. 
Davage. 

F. Manago had withdrawn under charges, and his credentials 
were tiled with the Conference. 

Amos Gunby, P. Yarboro and J. W. Wesley reported their 
collections and their characters were passed. 

Bev. M. Dale, Hon. John Page and Hon. P. Landry were in- 
troduced to the Conference. 

On motion of J. C. Hartzell a draft for $35 was ordered to 
be drawn upon the " Chartered Fund." 

J. W. Hilton's certificate of location was received, and he 
was re-admitted. 

In the absence of recommendations from Quarterly Confer- 
ences, the cases of Sisters E. Hayward and Small were by vote 
of Conference committed to the care of the Conference Stew- 
ards. 

Benediction by W. M. Daily. 



FOUBTH DAY. 

Saturday, January 9, 1875. . 
Beligious exercises conducted by S. Davage. 
The question on " Equality in our Churches " was taken up 
and discussed. 

Question six was resumed. Who are the Deacons of the first 
class ? . 

J. L. J. Barth, J. Henderson and Andrew Jackson reported 
collections, their characters passed, and after being examined 
by the Bishop before the Conference they were admitted in full 
connection. 

Willis Carr and Thomas Brown were continued on trial. 
Who have been elected and ordained Elders ? 
Answer. John Brooks, Anson Buntoi:, Josiah Fisk, and Mar- 
shall Smith. 
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Henry Johnson, Nelson Lee, Napoleon Bonaparte and Alfred 
Wilson were elected to Local Deacons orders. 

Eev. H. M. Church of the Mississippi Conference was intro- 
duced. 

Benediction pronounced by the Bishop. 



FIFTH DAY. 

Monday, January- 11, 1875. 

Religious services conducted by Thomas Kennedy, W. P. 
Forest leading in prayer. . ^ 

The following brethren were ordained by the Bishop to the 
office of Deacon, January 10, 1875 : 

Jacob Kienle, Henry Johnson, Nelson Lee, Napoleon Bona- 
parte, Alfred Wilson. 

The following brethren were ordained by the Bishop with 
Elders assisting, to the office of Elder, January 10, 1875 : 

John Brooks, Anson Bunton, Josiah Fisk, Marshall Smith. 

The examination of effective Elders was resumed. 

The cases of S. Osborne and W. Murrell, which had been 
laid over, were taken up, and after being, by oraer of the Con- 
ference, reprimanded by the Bishop, for unministerial and vex- 
atious conduct, their characters were passed. 

The following reported their work and their characters were 

^H^T. Abbott, J. Dutch, S. Armstead, J. W. Hilton, Perry 
Hall, Austin Jones and J. Sparks. 

The following resolution was offered by J. C. Hartzell and 
adopted : 

Resolved, 1st, That whatever may have been the necessities 
in the past requiring or justifying the holding of any political 
office by the members of this Annual Conference, we are satis- 
fied that the time has now passed, and from this time forth we 
"affectionately urge our brethren to abstain from political com- 
binations, and that in case any brother persists in refusing to 
do this, it is in our judgment, sufficient ground for his location 
by the Conference. 

Resolved, 2nd., That vhile we thus express our convictions on 
this subject, we fully recognize the rights and duties of every 
minister as a citizen of this State, and his privileges as such to 
hold and express any views in matters of politics he may con- 
scientiously believe. 

It bting announced that Kev. J. O. Woodward, an Elder m 
good standing, had removed to England and had withdrawn 
from the Church, the following action was taken : 

As Rev. J. O. Woodward, a member of this Conference and 



an Elder, having returned to his former home in England, and 
having also felt it to be his duty to enter another denomination, 
we take great pleasure in bearing testimony to his consistent 
character as a christian, his diligence and acceptability as a 
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we hereby commend 
him as a brother in the Lord, to the people of God among 
whom he has made his home. 

(Signed) J. C. Hartzell, 

E. Williams, 
Scott Chinn, 
M. C. Cole, 
J. Morrow. 

The following was offered by S. Priestly and adopted : 

Whereas, We look upon the question of Equality in the 
Churches as a grievance to our people, and as our presiding 
officer, Bishop Foster, has so eloquently explained the subject 
to the Conference — 

Be it resolved, That we the members of the Louisiana Con- 
ference will use our influence to harmonize the people upon 
this great subject. 

The relations of Geo. Washington 3rd and John Brooks were 
changed from that of effective Elders to supernumerary. 

Benediction pronounced by Bro. S. Armstead. 



SIXTH DAY. 

Tuesday, January 12, 1875. 
Religious exercises conducted by R. Hodge. 
The character of W. H. Cooper was passed. 
Question 3rd. Who remain on trial f 

Alex. Spears, Abraham Spruce, J. K. Jones, Frank Harvey, 
Alfred Legardy, Cortez Thompson and Wm. E. Hill were con- 
tinued after their characters had been passed. 

Question 2nd. Who aie admitted on trial? 

Stephen Duncan, Marcus Dale, Nelson Lee. 

The Conference Stewards, the Auditors, the Committees on 
Education, the Freedmens Aid Society, on Sunday Schools, and 
on Temperance, reported, and the reports were adopted. (See 
Reports). 

On motion the following resolution offered by J. Morrow was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That considering the numerous evils arising from 
the drinking customs of society, this Conference set aside the 
first Sunday in March to bring the subject of Temperance be- 
fore the people. 
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On motion the following resolutions offered by Bros. Allinger 
and Dardis were adopted. 

Whereas, Our work in the South is of a peculiar nature, at- 
tended by special difficulties growing out of the condition in 
which so many of our people were placed in former years, ani 

Whereas, It requires great kind u ess of heart, a strong will 
and firm courage, to lead our people out of their special diffi- 
culties ; and 

Whereas, Our beloved Bishop Foster, possesses in a remark- 
able degree the special qualifications necessary for this so diffi- 
cult work — 

Be it resolved, That we respectfully request the Board of 
Bishops to assign Bishop Foster another year to this Confer- 
ence. 

Resolved, That these preambles and resolutions be published 
in the Southwestern Advocate. 

The following resolut on, offered by Brother Williams, was 
adopted. 

Resolved, That no promiscuous charges be made against the 
body of ministers in the Conference and that Charity " be the 
law that shail henceforth guide all our speeches in the Louis- 
iana Conference. 

On motion it was ordered that Geo. Washington 2nd be noti- 
fied by his Presiding Elder that having been absent two years 
from Conference and evading his examinations, that if absent 
from next Conference he will be located. 

Benediction pronounced by Bishop Foster. 

SEVENTH DAY. 

Wednesday, January 13, 1875. 
Religious exercises conducted by W. P. Forest and R. An- 
derson. 

Committee on Bible Cause, on Last Year's Minutes, on Books 
and Periodicals, on Statistics, on Missions, on Orphans Home, 
end on Church Extension reported, and their reports were 
adopted. (See Reports). 

On motion the following was ordered as the order of taking 
the Benevolent Collections for 1875 : 

1. Presiding Elders' — Quarterly. 

2. Education — February or March, 

3. Freedmens Aid — March or April. 

4. Sunday School Union and Tracts — May or June. 

5. Bible Cause— -July or August. 

6. Church Extension — September or October. 

7. Missions — November or December. 
Wesley Chapel, New Orleans, was fixed upon as the place of 

holding the next Conference. 
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The Bishop announced the following Committees on Ex- 
amination : 

On Candidates for Orders and Admission — The Presiding El- 
ders and Preachers in charge where the recommendations are 
asked for. 

First Year — S. Davage and S. Priestly. 
Second Year— T. Kennedy and I. Hay ward. 
Third Year — E. Williams and G. Dardis. 
Fourth Year— J. Morrow and C. Hunt. 

The Bishop announced the officers and Board of Managers 
of Church Extension. 

The following triers of appeals were elected : 

E. Williams, Scott Chinn, S. Priestley, J. Dutch, S. Davage, 
M. C. Cole and L. Allinger. 

E- Williams was appointed to preach the Missionary sermon 
and Bro. G. Dardis as alternate. 

W. M. Daily was appointed to preach the Centennial Ser- 
ibou and J. C. Hartzeli as alternate. 

Dr. A. Lewis was introduced to the Conference and led" in 
the sinking of one of his original hymns. 

The following resolution was introduced and unanimously 
adopted. 

Besolved, That our thanks are hereby returned to our Secre- 
taries for the able and efficient manner in which they have done 
their work; to the Trustees of First Street Church for the use 
of their church, to Be v. J. Hay ward for the efficient manner in 
which he has entertained the Conference, and to the citizens of 
New Orleans for their kind, courtesies to the members of the 
Conference. 

A collection was taken up for Bro. Osborne, amounting to 
$30.70, and placed in the hands of J. C. Hartzeli. 
The Bishop announced the appointments as follows : 

New Orleans District — J. G. Hartzeli, P. E. 

New Orleans, Wesley Chapel J. Gould. 

" Ames Church, J. Morrow. 

1st & 6th Street, E. Williams. 

" Mount Zion, J. Hayward. 

" Union Chapel, Marcus Dale. 

" LaHarpe, C.Hunt. 

" Simpson Ch. & Gretna, G. Dardis. 

" Thompson Chapel, Scott Chinn. 

" Pleasant Plains, A. Boss. 

<c Algiers Circuit, B. Anderson. 

Clinton St & Home Chapel, John Webb. 

" Plum St. Mission, S. Pxiestly. 

" 1st German Church, L. Allinger. 
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New Orleans, 2d German Church, 
" 3d German Church, 
Camp Parapet, 
Point-a-la-Hache, 
Union and Grand Prairie, 
Buras and South West Pass, 
Lower Coast Mission, 
Ponchatoula Circuit, 



J. L. J. Barth. 
J. Kienle. 
Addison Moore. 
To be supplied. 
Thomas McClintock. 
T. E. Madden. 
To be supplied. 
Reason Ennis. 
L. Johnson. 
F. Reeves. 
S. Osborne. 



Mandeville, 

Indian Village and Bayou LaOombe, 
Shady Grove, 

I. S. Leavitt, President of New Orleans University and mem 
ber of Ames Church quarterly conference. 

M. C. Cole, Secretary to State Superintendent of Public Ed 
ucation and member of Wesley Chapel quarterly conference. 

Opelousas District— J. M. Vance, P. E. 
Opelousas and Washington, 
New Iberia and St. Martinsville, 
Holmesville and Cheneyvilie, 
Alexandria and Pineville, 
Cototeau, 
Cypre Mort, 

Cote Blanche and Wick's Island, 
Baldwin, 
Franklin, 
Jeanoerette, 
Houma, 

Brashear and Centerville, 
Terrebonne, 
Thibodf^aux. 

Woodlawn,Napoleonville & Plankerville, E. P. Royal. 

Upper Coast District— W. M. Daily, P. R 
St. John and St. Charles, 
St, James, 
Donald son ville, 
Ashland, 
Bayou Goula, 
Plaquemine, 
Gross Tete, 
Williams Grove, 
Baton Rouge, 
East Baton Rouge, 
Stony Point, 
Clinton, 
East Feliciana, 
Feliciana, 
Little Bethel, 



Washington Brooks. 

A. Jackson. 

A. Hilton. 

Wm. Murrell. 

Horace Wallace. 

W. P. Forest. 

S. Duncan. 

A. Green. 

John Sparks. 

Willis Carr. 

H. P. Taylor. 

R. P. Overton. 

R. Hodge. 

A. Kennedy. 



J. Henderson. 

J. M. Bryan. 

T. Kennedy. 

0. Downs. 

A. Martin. 

A. Spruce. 

Prince King. 

Peter Brown. 

S. Davage. 

A. Spears. 

A. Gunby. 

Isaac Hayward. 

P. Yarborough. 

John Brooks (sup). 

Marshall Smith. 
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Jacksqn, 

St. Francisville, 

New Roads and New Texas, 

Shreveport District- 

Shreveport, St. Paul's, 
" St James, 
" Wesley Chapel, 

Springridge, 

Mansfield, 

Red Spring Circuit, 

Natchitoches, 

Red River, 

China Grove, 

Ailensville, 

Campte, 

Bossier Circuit, 

Minden, 

Scott's Circuit, 

Homer, 

Farmersville, 

Monroe and Island, 

Bastrop, 

Lake Providence, 
New Hope Circuit, 



C. W. Bryant. 
W. E. Hill. 
J. W. Wesley. 

-K T. Abbott, P. K 

J. Dutch. 
S. E. H. Morant. 
S. Armstead. 
A. Legardy. 
J. W. Hilton. 
To be supplied. 
J. K. Jones. 
T. Brown. 
To be supplied. 
Geo. Washington. 
Frank Harvey. 
Peri y Hall. 
To be supplied. 
To be supplied. 
To be supplied. 
To be supplied. 
H. A. Lewin. 
A. Jones. 
Nelson Lee. 
Cortez Thomson. 
To be supplied. 



Columbia, 

W. H. Cooper, Missionary to Mexico. 

J. C. Harfzell, Editor Southwestern Advocate. 

The Conference then adjourned, the benediction being pro- 
nounced by the Bishop. 
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LOUISIANA CONFERENCE. 



Q. 1 Have any entered this Conference by transfer or re- 

ad rW°ffilton, on certificate of location; H. A., Lewin, an 
Elder from the AfricaD M. E. Church. 

Q. % Who are admitted on trial ? 

Marcus Dale, Stephen Duncan, Nelson Lee. 

Q. 3. Who remain on trial ? w n 

Robert Anderson, Samuel Morant, John Webb K W. Over- 
ton, Prince King, Alexander Martin, Wienie T K Mad 
den John K. Jones, Abraham Spruce, Wm. E. Hi 1, Alex naer 
SpeaS Frank Harvey, Alfred Legardy, Oortez Thomson, Wil- 
lis Carr, Tnomas Brown. 

Q 4 Who are admitted into fall connection i 

J. L. J- Barth, James Henderson, Andrew Jackson. 

O 5 Who are Deacons of the 1st class ? 

J L. J Barth, James Henderson, Andrew Jackson, George 

Washington 2nd. a _ 

O (5 Who are Deacons of the 2nd class? 

Peter Brown, Marshall Smith, Addison Moore, Washington 
Brooks, Eeason Ennis, C. W. Bryant. > 

Q. 7. Who have been elected and ordained Eiders i 

John Brooks, Marshall Smith. 

Q 8 Who are the supernumerary Preachers t 

John Brooks, George Washington 

Q. 9. Who are the superannuated Preachers t 

Q°l0* Was the character of each Preacher examined? 
It was. 

Q. 11. Hr.ve any located ? 
Noae. 
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Q. 12. Have any withdrawn ? 

Joseph 0. Woodward and Frank Manago. 

Q. 13. Have any been transferred ? 

None. 

Q. 14. Have any been expelled ? 
None. 

Q. 15. Have any died 
None. + 

Q. 16. What/|the Statistical Report ? 
See Report. 

Q. 17. What are the claims upon Conference funds ? 
Not answered. i . ' . \ 

Q. 18. What has been collected on the foregoing claims and 
how has it been applied ? 
See Report. 

Q. 19. Have any Local Preachers been ordained ? 

Henry Johnson, Nelson Lee, Napoleon Bonaparte, and Al- 
fred Wilson, were ordained Local Deacons, and A. Bunton and 
Josiah Fisk were ordained Elders. 

Q. 21. Who are the Conference Board of Church Extension ? 
E. Willi «ms, President ; L. Allinger, Yice President ; M. C. 
Cole, Recording Secretary : J. C. Hartzell, Corresponding Sec- 
retary ; C. Bussey, Treasurer ; J. M. Vance, W. M. Daily, J. 
Polk, Peter Rix, and A. Robinson, Managers. 

Q. 23. Where shall the next Conference be held ? 

Wesley Chapel, New Orleans. 



REPORTS. 



STEWARD'S REPORT. 

The Conference Stewards have received from the "Chaitered 
Fund," the sum oi $35. From collections for Conference claim-^ 
ants, $30.60. Total, $65.60. ., 011, 

This amount was equally divided between widows Small and 
Havward. being $32.80 to each. 

The reports in the hands of the Statistical Secretary shows 
that but twenty charges in this Conference have taken the col- 
lection for Conference claimants, while hfty-one have neglected 



Now in view of the fact that this important collection is so 
much neglected by the preachers of this Conference your Com- 
mittee would recommend the passage of a resolution, which 
would require, in the future, each preacher to state the amount 
of his collections for Conference claimants after having stated 
the sum of his missionary collection, and before the passage of 

character. _ . 

(Signed) L- Allingee. 

A. Jackson. 



Samuel Osboen. 



REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE. 
Tour Auditing Committee respectfully reports thai the ac- 
counts of Presiding Elders Hartzell Williams Daily, Vance 
and Abbott have been examined and they find that all momes 
received have been applied as apportioned by the Committee 
on Missions of last year. 

(Signed) J± Allinoee. 

v ° Heney Green. 

Geo. Djlbdis. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 

We are in full sympathy with the Public School System and 
believe it to be an essential element in the preservation c f our 
institutions of government. The mass es of the people at least 
ft re dependant upon it for primary education, hence we feel it 
incumbent on us as christian citizens to heartily sustain it 
against its many foes. 

This system, however, has never been able to provide for the 
higher and religious training of the youth of the country. 

This field is largely left to christian benevolence. This m the 
work we are struggling to do, and though our efforts seem un- 
worthy of mention in comparison with what ought to be at- 
tempted, yet they measure our means and ability. 

The New Orleans University represents our unified action in 
this direction and it is with pleasure that we call attention 
to its worthy recjrd during the past year. 

Three hundred and thirty-seven student? have been enrolled 
and classified. 

The following departments have been organized and courses 
of study prescribed : Collegiate, Preparatory, Normal and 
Biblical. 

A catalogue giving full information is now in press and will 
soon be forwarded to all preacher* in the Conference. 

The following persons have given instruction for all or por- 
tions of the year : 

Rev. I. S. Leavitt, A. M., President ; Revs. J. B. Willis, A. B., 
and R. T. Stevenson, Mr. A. B. Collins, Miss Anna Fisher, Mrs. 
I. S. Leavitt, Ph. B., Mrs. S. J. Morris and Miss H. A. Mahaffey. 

A very profitable course of lectures was delivered to the Bib- 
lical class during;' the year by Rev. J. Morrow. 

The University is greatly embarrassed for the want of finan- 
ces even to meet its current expenses, while the first day of 
next June a mortgnge note <>f over $3,000 becomes due and the 
University has not one dollar with which to meet it. 

Owing to accumulated indebtedness the Freedmens Aid So- 
ciety is no longer able to help us in this direction, or even keep 
up the corps of teachers. 

The work must be lessened and it may be a valuable property 
sacrificed, or we as a Conference come to the rescue. 

The time has come when we ought to be more self-dependent, 
when the demands of our educational work should be squarely 
presented to the people for their contributions ; hence — 

Be it resolved, That we as members of the Louisiana Confer- 
ence, take a collection in all our congregations lor the New Or- 
leans University, forwarding the same to its Treasurer, Prof. I. 
S. Leavitt, before the first of June next, said collections to be 
expended on the indebtedness of the institution. 
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Besclved, That the following persons be appointed Trustees 
of Thomson University : Eev. J. C. Hartzell, Rev. J. Hay ward, 
Eev. E. Williams, Rev. Geo. Dirdis, I. S. Leavitt, John Bald- 
win Rev. H. Green, Rev. M. C. Cole and Hon. H. C. Dibble. 
(Signed) I. S. Leavitt. 

S. Davage. 
J. Dutch. 
S. Pbiestly. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FREEDMENS AID 
SOCIETY. 

Ifc is with pleasure that we call attention to the marked suc- 
cess of this Society. During the past year sixty teachers were 
employed and three thousand students instructed in the differ- 
ent schools, one-third of whom are preparing for the ministry. 

Over $60,000 have been raised and expended in our educa- 
tional work in the South. 

The Society has furnished and supported four teachers among 
us during the year, at an expense of about $2,800 ; also, paid 
on property for New Orleans University $850— making a total 
of at least $3,650, as the amount donated by this struggling 
Society for our educational work. 

In addition to this the Freedmens Aid Society has loaned our 
Orphans Home $5,000— thus saving it from a sheriff's sale, with 
however, a partial understanding that, so far as possible, its 
funds should be used to further our educational work. 

Thus, this Society, through its active and efficient Secretary, 
Dr. R. S. Rust, has" striven to meet the demands of our South- 
ern field even beyond the receipts of the treasury, so that now 
a heavy debt is incurred which demands renewed energy on the 
part of those presenting its claims to the people. 

It is with a sense of deep gratitude that we recognize its 
noble work among us and while still depending on its generous 
aid we pledge the Freedmens Aid Society our prayers and most 
earnest effort in its worthy mission. 

(Signed) I. S. Leavitt. 

T. Kennedy. 
W. P. Fobest 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

The Committee beg leave to report that the work of the Sun- 
day School, in view of the progress of the Church, demands spe- 
• ciai attention. 

Tne injunction of the great Head of the Church is "Feed my 
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lambs," etc., and it is the indispensable duty of every minister 
to promote the cause of the S. U. Society, by gathering the 
children of his charge together in the Sunday School, and by 
organizing Societies wherever they can be formed. 

We also urge the taking ol the collections in every charge for 
the S. U. of the M. E. Church and that by all possible means 
the preachers in charge of each circuit or station make it his 
indispensable duty to see that proper facilities are furnished to 
make the Sunday School attractive and pleasant — such as books, 
music, lesson leaves, picture Girds, etc., so that the little ones 
miy be attracted and thus led to obtain useful knowledge and 
"grow wise unto salvation through faith which is in °Christ 
Jesus." 

We also urge the prayers of this Conference, that the great 
Head of the Church will send his blessing on the Sunday 
Schools and make them a power in the land for doing much 
good, and of gathering the lambs unto his bosom. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. Gould. 
C. Hunt. 

A. Mo RANT. 

J. Brooks. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 

The Committee reports that we are convinced that total legal 
prohibition is absolutely necessary for the removal and cure of 
the evils of Intemperance, and that we use every effort to secure 
such a measure. Moreover, that we regard as a step towards 
the desirable end, the making the seller of strong drink respon- 
sible for the losses inflicted through it upon the community. 
Further, that we condemn the manufacture and use of intoxi- 
cating drink as a beverage, and urge upon all our people not to 
countenance the traffic by signing petitions for licenses, or by 
rentin< houses to parties who carry on the traffic. We desire 
that all the ministers should preach against the evils of drunk- 
enness, and the drinking customs of society. 

(Signed) A. Ross. 

S. Osborne. 

H. Green. 
; ' Austin Jones. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BIBLE CAUSE. 

The Bible is the word of God and the guide, it is the way 
that leadeth in at the straight gate to Christ, it is the key that 
unlocks the heathen's heart, it is the power that breaks down 
his idols. 
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The Bible should be used by every fireside and every family 
alt r. We hope the Bible wilt sway her power till every nation 
and every tongue confess to Christ. 

We feel thankful to the Book Concern for aiding us with the 
Bible, and to Prof. Leavitt for supplying us with the Bible. 
Yours truly, 
(Signed) J. M. Bryan. 

v I. Hayward. 

Amos Gunby. 



report of committee on publishing minutes 

OF 1874. 

Balance due from 1873 * 12 40 

Cost of publishing 1000 copies • ilu uu 

$122 40 

RECEIPTS. 

By sale of minutes to various churches and 

ministers ™* 

Collection at Conference {122 10 

(Signed) J - c - Hartzbll, 

v for Committee. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOOK CONCERN AND 
PERIODICALS. 

The report sets forth the great value of our Book Concern 
and epeaks thus of the Southwestern Advocate: 

Our Conference paper is indispensable ; it tells of all the 
new books published by the Book Concern, the progress on 
brethren are making on their several charges, the general news 
of the world, and of the advancement that the Redeemer's 
Kingdom is making throughout the world. 

Each minister should consider himself as he is m iact made 
so by Conference, acting an agent of the paper and depository 
and in season and out of season labor for their success. 

Let us subscribe ourselves and try to induce as many others 
to do so as we can. . 

The present year finds the Southwestern some $300 m debt. 
United, friendly effort will save it -nothing else can. 

This we must all give. Its circulation, some 3,600, is too 
£reat a power for good to be lost, and must not be ; therefore— 

Be it resolved, That we call the special attention of our preach- 
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ers to the requirements of the discipline making it the duty to 
do all they can to circulate our Church literature. 

Resolved, 2nd., That we still recognize the Southwestern Ad- 
vocate as our Conference organ, commend its editorial manage- 
ment, and request the Bishop, if it be practicable, to appoint 
Rev. J. C. Hartzell, B. D., its editor. 

(Signed) M. C. Cole. 

S. Peiestly. 
J. Hayward. 

A. LiEGrARDr. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 

Your Committee, after carefully considering the demands of 
the several missions in this Conference, offer the following as 
their report as to the distribution of the money appropriated 
for the coming year : 

New Orleans District, $1,600 ; Thomson, $75 ; Pleasant 
Plains, $150 ; Algiers, $50 ; Clinton Street, $50 ; Plum Street, 
$75 ; Camp Parapet, $50 ; Union ; nd Grand Prairie, $75; Lower 
Coast, $50 ; Indian Tillage, $50 ; Shady Grove, $50 ; Poncha- 
toula, $25, 

Opelousas District, $1,120 ; Opelousas and Washington, $100; 
Coteteau, $50 ; Baldwin, $125 ; New Iberia and St. Martins- 
ville, $100 ; Brashear and Oenterville, $50 ; Houma, $75 ; Ter- 
rebonne, $50 ; Thibodeaux, $50 ; Alexandria, $60. 

Upper Gcast District, $1,600 ; St. Charles, $50 ; St. James, 
$50 ; Ashland, $50 ; Bayou Goula, $40 ; Piaquemine, $40 ; 
East Baton Rouge, $45 ; Stony Point, $45 ; West Baton Rou^e, 
$50 ; Gross Tete, $50 ; Williams Grove, $40 ; Clinton, $40 ; 
East Feliciana, $40 ; Little Bethel, $40 ; Jackson, $100 ; St. 
Francisville, $40 ; New Roads and New Texas, $100. 

Shreveport District, $900 ; St. James, $100 ; Springridge, 
$100 ; Mansfield, $75 ; Monroe, $50 ; Bastrop, $75 ; Red River, 
$75 ; Bossier Circuit, $50 ; Natchitoches, $50 ; Lake Provi- 
dence, $25. Total for English work, $8,000. 

We recommend tbat the amount set apart for the German 
work be apportioned as follows : 

First German Church, $1,400; Second German Church, $500; 
Third German Church, $600. Total for German work, $2,500. 
Grand total for English and German work, $10,500. 

(Signed) Emperor Williams, Ch'mn. J. C. Hartzell, See'y. 
W. M. Daily. J. M. Vance. L. Allinger. 

H. T. Abbott. A. Kennedy. A. Moore. 

J. W. Hilton. 

I concur in the above. (Signed; K. S. Foster. 

New Orleans, January 12, 1875. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ORPHANS HOME. 

Your Committee on the Orphans Home respectfully report 
that there Has betn but little change during the past year in 
the condition of this institution. The policy of the Board 
commended last year by the Conference, of reducing the ex- 
pense to the actual income, has been persisted in as nearly as 
possible. The debts of the institution have not been increased 
during the year except in the item of interest, only a part of 
which has been paid. A loan of $5,000 was secured from the 
Freedmens Aid Society, by which the pressing debts were paid. 

The income from the plantation the past year has been but 
small, owing to the failure of the planters to meet their con- 
tracts. Those who failed have had their contracts annulled 
and men with means to work the place have been substituted 
in their stead. * 

A good school was maintained at the Home under the direc- 
tions of Miss R. A. Coit during eight months of the year. Miss 
Coit was supported partly by the Freedmens Aid Society and in 
part by the public school fund. It is proposed now to reopen 
school the first of March. 

Your Committee learns that it is the purpose of the Board to 
sell, in small lots to suit purchasers, a part of the plantation 
not under cultivation. Several sales have already been made 
and it is hoped in this way to gather about the Home a per- 
manent and reliable class of people. 

Your Committee recommend the re-affirming of the follow- 
ing resolutions of last Conference : 

Resolved, 1st, That we commend the management of the 
Home and e pecially commend the policy of incurring no more 
expense until the present debts are paid. 

Resolved, 2nd., That we think it wise, as far as possible, to 
make the work of Education a specialty, and that the work of 
the New Orleans University and the Orphans Home should be 
so arranged as to aid each other. 

(Signed) The Presiding. Elders. 

I. S. Leavitt. 
C. W. Bryant. 
A. Jackson. 
J. Dutch. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH EXTENSION. 

The work of building churches is scarcely less in importance 
than the work of preaching the gospel. 

Without churches our work would have but little perma- 
nence. . . , 

The Church Extension Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
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Church has for its mission the keeping of our weak churches 
and but for its timely aid thousands of our people in Louisiana 
alone would be without churches to worship in. Every minis- 
ter should keep this fact before him and let nothing keep him 
from taking the collection required in the discipline for this 
Society. 

The "Parent Board" at Philadelphia asks the whole Church 
to raise during 1875, $100,450, and of this amount Louisiana 
is asked to raise $800. An apportionment has been made to 
Louisiana of $2,500 — one-third of which goes to the G< rman 
work, and it is presumed tnat this amount shall be lessened as 
much as our collections fall below the $800 we are asktd to 
raise. 

The following places have been helped during the past year 
in our Conference : 

Alexandria received a loan of $300; Lower Coast Mission 
received a donation of $100 ; Algiers Church received a « 
tion of $100, and a loan of $100. 

The following places on the Upper Coast Bist'rM i- 
ceived a donation of $100 each: Macedon a Chur< 
Goula, Eosedale, St. Francisville, and Williams G 
(Signed) R. Hodge, 

Chairman. 
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CIRCUITS AND STATIONS. 
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